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hoping that the downfall of Kntfl.-md's colonial .system would [indurate a new era in the politics and comninre uf the world. A proof of tlu: sincerity of Vernenncs is to IIP found in the Ih Article of llu: Treaty of Versailles (i?Hj), which stipulated Hi, immediately after llu: ratification of tlu- treaty, coin-issioncrs should In* appointed to prepare new commercial rauKemenU between ihe twn nations "on the basis of rcei-ucity nut! uuituiil convenience, which flmin^rnu-nts arc to he •ininaled and concluded within the space of iwu years from n ml of January 1784." I-'or this clause Lords Shelburnc and •anthain on the Ill-Utah Hide were chiefly responsible; and it is rlftin that l he former warmly approved it.1 I'ilt, as Chancellor llm KxclH'ipjer In ihni Ministry, duuhtlcNN nl.io wdauncd tha opoMal; hut I have found no .sign of hi.s opinions on thu Liject. The credit for this enh'uhtcnrd proposal may prohahly
annignccl to Ver^enncH, srt-iiiK that he dklaU'd icnii1*, while 2 British Cahinel accepleo1 them, 'I'lirn* is a rin^ of sincerity his words written on isl l-'ehruary i?H.j to dc Uayumjil, llu-n » diplomatic a^enl in l.ondtin: " It is an nld prrjudiir, which lo not .share, (hat Ihcrr is it naturnl incouipaiihiliiy 'Ms two peoples. . . . K very nation miiNt strive fur the ;)nperily; hut this cannot he hasrd on fxelusivcin"'1!, oilu-r-HC it would I to a nullity. One does not j^cl rich Inun vtry or nalliiii.s."1 Thta sei-ms u> lie an echo of Ailnin Smith's Hum: " /\ nation lhal wonlrl rnrirh itself by forrij-n cvtdc iw rlalnly most likely to do m> when ila nei^hbour.i arc nil rich, , ami ctininicrclnl nations," '
un l hi'i side of the Channel were slower limn theifr dla in seeking lo realise thcae eidi^'hlcncd alnin. The fall of icIburne'H Ministry and the triumph of the Knx-Nnrth million led lo no hnportnnL chftn^e In tlic Treaty, which WIIN fncd t\l Verwilllrd in September /^Hj; but the commercial :aly was nhelvecl for the present. With nil his ciilij.;htenmrnl
mailers political, Kox had a limited outlook in llu: nun* :rcial sphere, lie held thtj old VVhl(,j views, which for well-;h a century had been narrowly national and mercantile. irlhcr, he holly cnniesied the claim pnlfonwm) by tlm f'rcitch
ii c, " Klirlliiiriif,'1 iii, jf><».
(In '1'i.iil^ dp (^inuurrcd ila i/HCi/'hy tltmnl Itin tie
(if Nrtdi.ii*," hk lv, ili. ill.ly; and they were doubtless sincere
